
I.  Rules 

A. ANYONE from 1st grade to 5th grade can participate in 
the invention convention. 

B. Participants MUST meet the deadline. 

C. Participants MUST follow the Invention & Display 
Guidelines.   

D. Teams could be two or more students from different 
grade levels.  All teams, regardless of grade level, will be 
competing with all the other teams.  (Note: this is a 
change from last year) 

E. Classrooms must compete with their own grade level.  If 
there are no other classrooms participating in the contest, 
they will not win the contest but will be given the chance 
to present their invention 

 

II. Invention & Display Guidelines 

A. Your invention must be your own original idea. It's okay to 
ask an adult for help when it is time to build your 
invention, especially with safety and gathering materials, 
but the actual idea and main effort should still be your 
own. Also, remember that your invention doesn't have to 
be a thing; it can also be a process or a better way of 
doing something. 
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II. Invention & Display Guidelines, continued 

B. Your invention and display materials should all be created 
safely, carefully, and neatly. Your invention must be 
inexpensive. 

C. Do NOT include: 

1. Expensive or non-replaceable personal property 

2. Live animals  

3. Matches or flames  

4. Chemicals that are flammable or otherwise 
dangerous 

5. Parts too fragile to be handled  

6. Uncontained messes  

7. Batteries that work for long periods of time (electric 
projects should use momentary switches or other 
switches that automatically turn off when you let go 
of them)  

8. Electricity passing through non-insulated wire. 

9. Anything dangerous. 
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II. Invention & Display Guidelines, continued 

D. Your display MUST:  

1. Show  “Statement of Problem”,  “Description”, 
“Statement of Solution”, “Diagram or photos” – 
Photos could be the process or failed attempts. 

a) 1st - 3rd Graders must have 1-2 sentence 
statements 

b) 4th - 5th graders must have at least a 
paragraph on statements 

2. Be a creative, neat, and organized presentation 

This whole article adapted from: 
Nettling, Leslie. "5th Grade Invention Convention." 5th Grade Invention Convention. N.p., 2010. Web. 23 Nov. 
2012. <http://www.leslienettling.com/NettlingInventionConvention.htm>. 
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